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% Tarrance .
(Continued From Page One)
ign intervention, Tarrance main

tains. And, in bure populist tradi.
tion, they are skeptical of big in-
stitutions “including big business
as well as big labor and big govern-
ment.”’

For a candidate, acquiring a
pollster with such a developed
world view can be a mixed bles-
sing. Some candidates have hired -
Tarrance for a different perspec-
tive on how to assemble a majority
coalition. But some politicians wor-
ry that such clearcut opinions lead
to rigidity. ‘‘Sometimes Lance lets

iS own personal political prefer-
ences bias the strategic view of the
campaign,” said Kar] C. Rove, a
Texas Republican consultant who
has worked with and against him.

Conservative populism’s place in
the GOP is still unsettled. The back-
bone of the Republican Party re-
mains business executives and
affluent suburbanites — the kind of
‘“‘elites” that Populists don’t like.
Sometimes the two groups agree on
candidates, sometimes they don’
As a party switcher, Gramm was
Spectacularly successful; Hance
flopped badly against former Gov.
William P. Clements Jr., a classic
country club Republican.

Grammm and Tarrance main-
tain that showing doesn’t constitute
a rejection of party switching or a
populist appeal, but it certainly is a
reminder that ‘‘the Republican
Party is still a suburban, upper-
income, upper-educated party,”
said Stuart Rothenberg, political
director of the conservative Insti-
tute for Government and Politics.
“Let’s face it: (Clements) the olg-
time Republican won.”

The major test of the conserva-
tive populist appeal will come in
1988, when Rep. Jack F. Kemp, R-
N.Y., is expected to seek the pres-
idency under that banner. If Kemp
runs, Tarrance is likely to be his
pollster. Tarrance said that a
Populist appeal like Kemp’s “is just
absolutely critical if the Republi-
can Party is going to be a majority
party. If we allow Wall Street
rather than Main Street to take
over the Republican Party, we may
find it was only a Reagan revolu-
tion, rather than a Republican re-
volution.”

The 1988 primary season may
show how many rank-and-file Re-
publicans agree.



